
THE POSITIVE ACTION FOR CHILDREN FUND 

AN INTRODUCTION 

Our mission 

The Positive Action for Children Fund wishes to hasten the elimination of mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV, and to improve the health and welfare of children affected by HIV 
and AIDS. To that end it will support and inform the global effort to alleviate the impact of 
HIV and AIDS on maternal and child health by supporting interventions that engage 
affected communities and develop their capacity to participate and lead. 
  

Introduction 

Background 



Our programme areas 

The World Health Organization and its partners have identified a strategy for tackling 

vertical transmission that recognises the need for prevention, the reproductive health 

rights of PLHIV, the advancement in treatment as prevention and the role of 

breastfeeding, and the treatment and welfare needs of children living with HIV. Our 

programme will consist of projects which meet one or more of the WHO’s four elements: 

 

 Primary prevention  

Young (and other sexually active) people need access to sex education, sexual 

health services and primary HIV prevention: projects that successfully deliver 

these can contribute to reducing the numbers of HIV+ parents in successive 

generations. 

 

 Reproductive choice for PLHIV  

People living with HIV should be able to enjoy sexual and reproductive health 

and wellbeing; as well as make informed choices about the timing and number of 

children, with access to the appropriate technologies: projects need to take a 

rights-based approach that can enhance mainstream services as well as targeting 

interventions that deliver the equitable treatment of people living with HIV. 

 

 PMTCT interventions  

Mothers living with HIV need to be helped to prevent their babies becoming 

infected, by the use of ARV treatment and appropriate breastfeeding regimes: 

projects need to explore the implications of the latest guidance and research for 

implementation in this area. 

 

 Children and families  

The infants, children and adolescents born into families affected by HIV, both 

infected and uninfected, have a variety of needs: projects can impact on early 

testing and treatment, how young people cope with their status and treatment 

requirements, the sexual and reproductive health of adolescents and the health and 

welfare of children and young people whose families and opportunities have been 

affected by HIV. 

 

Under these headings the Fund will seek to support initiatives from the not-for-profit 

sector that target communities, favouring those that deliver one or more of our funding 

priorities, below.  

Our funding priorities 



 

 Community engagement, participation and leadership 

This is the Fund’s chosen focus: a great many of the challenges of mother-to-child 

transmission can only be fully met when communities are engaged and 

empowered to access and influence the services they need 

 

 Patient focused and family-centred approaches  

Closely related to community engagement, these successful strategies for health 

care and social support should be adopted more widely 

 

 Evidence-based and evidence-generating 

The Fund will insist that its projects are either grounded in evidence or committed 

to generating and publishing evidence for the success or otherwise of their 

innovations 

 

 Integration 

The vertical funding and management of different HIV services and of sexual and 

reproductive health has been unhelpful and we must continue to explore ways to 

optimise health impacts through integration of services 

 

 Generating demand 

Work with communities, targeting young people, women and families, in order to 

generate demand for sexual and reproductive health, HIV services and paediatric 

testing, care and treatment is critical in achieving greater coverage 

 

 Advocacy 

Governance and grant making 
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